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PAGE 01 CAIRO 15099 12151 1Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011W 

060564 122202Z/63 

R 12133 1Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9314 

UNCLAS CAIRO 15099 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP EG 

SUB J : WHAT'S IN A NAME?— DEPUTY PRIMIN KAISSOUNI 

1 . ALONG WITH OTHER POSTS IN AREA, WE HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING 
WITH STANDARDIZING TRANSLITERATION OF EGYPTIAN OF EGYPTIAN 
AND ARAB NAMES AND PLOCES AND, IN CASE OF DEPUTY PRIMIN 
FOR ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, HAD AFTER MUCH DEBATE 
ADOPTED DEPT/FSO PURISTS RENDITION OF QUOTE QAYSUNI UNQUOTE. 

LETTERS TO HIM HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED THAT WAY. 

2. AMBASSADOR HAS JUST RECEIVED HAND- WRITTEN, QUOTE PSERSONAL 
UNQUOTE NOTE FROM THE DEPUTY PRIMIN, SUBSTANCE OF WHICH READS 
AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE: THEY SAY THAT "A COMMON ERROR IS BETTER 
THAN AN ABANDONED RIGHT." I KNOW THAT THE CORRECT WAY OF 
WRITING THE QAF IN "QAYSUNI" IN ENGLISH IS TO USE THE LETTER 

Q; BUT WOULD YOU AGREE FOR MY SAKE, TO MAKE THIS LITTLE 
MISTAKE AND USE THE LETTER K IN KAISSOUNI. WITH MY THANKS 
AND BEST WISHES. SINCERELY, KAISSOUNI (WHO SHOULD BE 
QAYSUNI*) UNQUOTE. 

3. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I HOPE THAT WE CAN BEND OUR DEEPLY 
HELD PRINCIPLES OF PURIST TRANSLITERATION AND AGREE TO ACCEPT 
SPELLING OF KAISSOUNI'S NAME THE WAY HE WANTS IT. 

4. SINCE HE LEFT YESTERDAY FOR LONDON, WHENCE HE PROCEEDS 
TO THE U.S., WE SHOULD BE SURE THAT ANY INVITATIONS OR NAME 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CARDS ARE PROPERLY ADDRESSED: QUOTE: 

HE A.M. KAISSOUNI, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER UNQUOTE. 
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